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Pastor Marraine’s Musing....... 
 

                        I would like to extent my deepest appreciation to the survey team 

for all of the work that they have invested over the past few months. 

The comprehensive survey of the mission and ministry of the First 

Congregational United Church of Christ is a valuable tool in the 

discernment of our next steps as a congregation. I commend their efforts 

to build a survey that would yield constructive feedback and thoughtful 

responses.  Thank you to all of you who have completed the survey 

either online or in paper form. Know that it is not too late to submit 

your survey if you haven’t gotten around to it. If you have lost the link 

or need a paper copy, please let us know.  The more responses we get, 

the more holistic a picture we will have of the wider congregation. 

Please mark your calendars to join us after worship on May 20th to 

discuss the results of the survey. 

 
Pentecost falls on May 20th and is a perfect day to discuss our 

journey forward as it traditionally marks the birthday of the church. 

Come to church dressed in red which is the symbol of the Holy Spirit 

which flows through us to join us in ministry together. Worship to 

celebrate the mission and ministry of this congregation. Contribute to 

the special Strengthen the Church offering which funds projects across 

the United Church of Christ to enhance ministries of growth. Stay after 

worship to join us for our annual Pentecost picture – remember to wear 

red. Finally join us for discussion and fellowship following worship on 

how we can be the church together moving forward. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Marraine 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:  office@corningucc.org 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship May 9 

Pentecost May 20 

Strengthen the Church  May 20 

“No Responsibility” Dinner May 24 

Youth Sunday June 3 

Annual Program Meeting June 10 

Blair Bigler Perry Concert June 13 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:     Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm. 

Pastor Marraine:  Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.  

Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments                        

appreciated.   

Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.     

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

 

The Strengthen the Church Offering 

Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 2018 

 

The gifts He gave were that some would be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ.  -Ephesians 4:11-12 

 

Please join us in planting the seeds needed to grow and 

sustain our denomination by making a gift to the 

Strengthen the Church offering.  

 

The Strengthen the Church  offering supports the expansion 

of ministry and growth of UCC local congregations.  Your 

support of this offering will help the UCC fulfill its commit-

ment to create a just world for all by investing in new minis-

tries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 

communities.    
 

We will receive the STC offering  

Pentecost Sunday, May 20, 2018.    
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Corning Area Aging in Place 
Thursday, May 17th at 10 a.m. 

Rick Leisenring, Curator Glenn H. Curtiss 

Museum, Hammondsport 

Learn about the life and times of Glenn Curtiss and 

his contributions to early aviation. 

Women’s Fellowship 
Wednesday, May 9th at 11:30 a.m. 

We will gather to eat a bag lunch and 

then enjoy a presentation by Ed Reif 

on the building of our church. 

Men are invited to join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join Pastor Marraine for her Community 

Office Hours  at Soulful Cup 

Tuesday, May 15th,  9-11am 

Wednesday, May 16th, 3-5 pm  
 

Come by for a warm drink and a visit.   

Bring a friend or colleague to meet her! 

Graduation News 
Is anyone in your family 

graduating this year?  Would 

you like to have it honored in 

The Caller?  Please inform the 

office of who, with what, and 

from where so we can share the 

good news!   

Wed., May 24th, 6pm 

The Women’s Chorale of Corning 
The Women’s Chorale will present “The Road 

Less Travelled” here at First Congregational UCC 

on May 20th at 3pm.  A reception will follow.   

Free to the public, and all are welcome!   
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                                   AST Shares Preliminary Data from Congregational Survey 
 

On April 15, the AST released the preliminary results of the congregational survey. 

During a presentation after worship, we shared the conclusions we have drawn so 

far from the data portion of the responses. (If you are reading an electronic version 

of this article, you can view the presentation slides by clicking here.) A printout of 

the full set of data gathered is available for review in the church office. 

 

The AST has drawn several conclusions from the survey. First, a gratifying number 

of  members and friends responded. Over seventy surveys were turned in, and the 

average amount of time spent on electronic surveys was over one hour each. 

Members of the AST are very appreciative of the time and concern reflected in this 

response. 

 

The demographics of those who responded indicated some opportunities and 

concerns for us as a church. Over half of those who responded were at or near retirement age. And in the age 

group of 20 to 39-year olds, there was only one response. This response is consistent with our membership rolls 

and the breakdown in age of those we invited to take the survey. While there is a huge potential for strong 

leadership among the younger retirees in the church, the absence of a younger adult cohort is a concern for our 

future. 

 

On a positive note, we have a remarkable degree of agreement on our priorities across all ages: 

 Worship 

 Sermons 

 Faith formation - especially for children/youth 

 Visitation/congregational care 

 

We also know what we want from our pastor. The highest ranked priorities are as follows: 

 Leading worship, delivering sermons:   

 Ministering to individuals (counseling, visitation) 

 Building a sense of community 

 Faith formation: youth and adults 

 Worship: preparing and delivering sermons 

 

Other findings were consistent across all groups responding: We value the hospitality our church offers through 

fellowship after worship and intergenerational fellowship activities. If we were to secure additional funds for 

ministry, we would want to restore our support to local benevolences or OCWM. 

 

Our agreement is good news. Yet it is also a challenge. We are a small and graying church with an ambitious set 

of priorities. If we want to provide the things that are important to us -- welcoming worship, stimulating and high

-quality sermons, visitation and congregational care, faith formation for all ages, and a sense of community in 

fellowship -- we need the engagement and energy of all who attend. We need to work as a team to develop 

leadership and financial resources to sustain our ministry. There is more to do than any one team or leader can 

accomplish. But most of all, we need to work in a way that reflects the value of every member of our church 

family. 
 

Administrative Support Team 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B09_9XIsfhfmSTREd21qUER0REJrZFR5VmtqSGtBRVhxUHZr/view?usp=sharing
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Music Team 
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This outhouse has been at several other area churches 

to collect paper products for the Corning Community 

Food Pantry.  Now it is our turn! 
 

Donations can include: toilet paper, paper towels, 

tissues, and feminine hygiene products which are out 

of pocket expenses for those on public assistance. 

 

BOOK STUDY 
Courageous Faith  

by Emily C. Heath 

For Christians, resistance is 

written right into our 

baptismal vows. Following 

Christ means resisting 

oppression and evil wherever 

we might find it. Doing that 

work requires us to first rise 

up, face our fears, and 

cultivate courage that can 

sustain us for the journey. Weaving together wisdom 

from sources as diverse as Reformed theology, 

recovery communities, social justice visionaries, and 

Twentieth Century history, Heath creates a way 

forward for those who wish to live lives of faithful, 

sustained, courageous resistance.  

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  May 20th 
 

This Christian festival celebrates the descent of the 

Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his 

Ascension and is held on the seventh Sunday after 

Easter.  It is also your only chance to be in the Annual 

Pentecost Photo!  Don’t forget to wear red! 
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A note from Laura Cooper............. 
 

I am a few months away from the end of my year as a 

member of the UCC Westmoreland Volunteer Corps. It’s been 

a year where I’ve focused almost entirely on service, faith, and 

community life. My position is at Sasha Bruce Youthwork, 

which serves youth experiencing homelessness, where I work 

in the day shelter and the administrative office. It’s an intensive 

opportunity to work with some of the most vulnerable youth in 

the city. I live in an intentional community with four 

housemates, which means we share living space, 

chores, and our experiences with each other daily. 

We meet with a community counselor on Wednesday 

nights where we discuss everything from social 

justice topics to self care. Our counselor is David 

Finnegan-Hosey, who is also the chaplain in 

residence at Georgetown University. 

This year he published his first book, Christ 

on the Psych Ward, about his personal experience of 

the relationship between faith and mental illness. He 

admitted himself into a psychiatric unit after his first 

year of seminary and was later diagnosed with Type 

II bipolar disorder. In a vulnerable narrative, David 

shares his journey with us and describes how the Church can care for, and learn from all those 

struggling with mental illness.  David grounds his discussion in his faith, combining theology and 

personal testimony to powerfully confront the stigma surrounding mental illness. It’s a book that adds 

a new voice to the conversation about what it means to embody the love of Christ both as an individual 

and as part of a congregation. 

3rd Nathaniel Jennings 

4th Dave Lambert 

6th Laurelyn Simons 

11th Kaley Bennitt 

13th  Shauna Schieber 

13th Mira Simons 

14th Nadine Kohnke 

15th Sue Roll 

16th Matt Farwell 

20th Margo Brown 

20th Bob Cooper 

22nd    Clara (Star) Bright 

24th Jan Kostolansky 

26th John Brown 

27th Bonnie Grinnell 

27th Michael Bratti 

28th Jill Palmer 

29th Ed Reif 

May Birthdays 
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UCC News 

Looking for the latest news from the UCC or our New York Conference?   
Want to sign-up for the UCC Daily Devotional or for the NY Conference weekly e-mail updates?   

You can find links to all this information and more at our  

First Congregational United Church of Christ Website www.corningucc.org.   
The denominational links are located under the Resources tab.  
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Don Miller fearlessly going up high 

to change one of the 5 lights in each 

of the sanctuary lights.  

Jim Nelson, Facilities Team, assisting 

Bob Biasi & Don Miller with a 

kitchen light needing replacement.  

Pam Walker leads a discussion about the congregational 

survey on April 15th. 

      Photo Gallery  
Good food & fellowship at the “No Responsibility Dinner” on Wednesday, April 18th! 
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          Community Events 

Community Sewing  
Wednesday, May 16 &  

Wednesday, June 13, 1-3pm 

Southeast Steuben Library 

Presents Community Sewing 

with Women of the ELCA.   

Learn to sew with the women 

at Emanuel Lutheran Church 

in Corning.  Sewing 

machines, fabric and thread 

will be provided or bring your 

own.  Discover dress making 

techniques and help make 

clothing for children in 

Africa.   

Wineglass GlassFest 8K 
May 26, 2018, 8am 

A family-friendly fun run/walk in Corning, 

NY perfect for novice runners working to 

conquer longer distances and avid runners 

ready for a unique challenge.  When you finish 

the race, stick around for the GlassFest events 

- music, glass shows, and fireworks when the 

sun goes down! 
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the 

Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.   
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


